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) By JOHN KPPIINGER
(Third in a senos)
f.ee Havey Oswald, his Rus-

Isian-born wife and child’ amved
Jin the United Stdtes in June,

1962, without fanfare. |
. Oswald’'s unheralded return
home after an absenfe of more;
than 2, years was accom-
plished with little difficulty —
a fact that has since stimulated
the curiosity of U.S. officials.
Where it has taken other
Americans years of {rustration
to gain exit visas fof loved ones
in Russia,” Oswald apparently
experienced no such difficulty
inachieving his wife's and
daughter’s freedom.
Perhaps the Russians just
wanted to get rid of the young
ex-Marine who defected to the
Soviet Union in the fall of 1959,

of heart.
MORE MEANING
v, perhaps Oswald's haestilyl
arranged departure, from  bo-
hin¢ the Iron Curtain had a
mars significant meaning.
Vdward Ellis Smith of Pale
Alto, a former Army, State De-
pariment and Central Intelli-
gence Agency security - intelli-

cow several years, is nf the
latter opinion, .

Smith ha# carefully 1w1c,wed
Oswald’s movements from 1958
until Nov, 22, 1963, the day he
allegedly murdered the Presi-|
dent of the/United States.

He believes the evidence

Oswald was a trained Soviet
agent, but-one who. acted on
his own that tlaglc day in Dal-

" speak NI AT T ar-

then claimed to have a change!
lviet intelligence service.

rival in the United Statés She
was born in Archangel, ‘but ap-
parently lived most of-Her life
in Leningrad. '

According to Smilth, she and
Oswald met in Minsk early in
11961, They began seeing each
other regulatly and in a few
‘weeks were married.

Marina was no ordinary Rus-
sian peasant girl, Smith says.
She was well educated, had a
degree in pharmacy and was a
Latin and French scholar,

met at a - Young Communist
club or under some other un-
‘usual’ circumstances. “;The cir
cumstances must have “been un-
usual, he believes, gs Oswald
wis supposedly only' a poor,
sheet metal worker ahd she an|
educated Russian girl possiblyi
related to a colonel in the So

Soviet: society is organized
ialong caste and class lines,

-@mith explaing, High-ranking of-
ticers in particular are very;

clannish. Thus, he interprets!
Oswald’s courtship of Marina
to mean the American defector]
was moving in circles consider-
ably above the station of an
alleged sheet metal worker.

“The very fact he was -al-
lowed :'to meet this girl even,
once: ‘'demonstrates he ,was
very. special guest of the Krem-'
lin,”” Smith says.
;Their mamage

indicates

Smith speculates the. coupie ¢ ,
returning .-home, then, by Soviet.
norms, he would have been con-:

'mstances

recalls, Oswald already had in-
dicated his desire to return
home. He finds it difficult to
believe the Russians would
'sanction the marriage under
'such circumstances, unless, of
course, everything had been ar-
ranged. -
SUBSTANDARD

If the explanation were sim-
pler . . . if Owald had merely
been a defector found too: un-

Istable or unpalatable: for Soviet

citizenship, who was thinking of

sidered ‘‘substandard -, . . the
scum of the earth,” Smith says.
It is more logical to assume
Marina was agsigned to Oswald
as his companion, he states.
“The most revealing piece of
evidence,” Smith contends, ‘‘is
also the most incontrovertible
—the Soviet exit visa given Ma-
‘rina and her child. :
“Soviet authorities have, true
enough, on occasion allowed So-
viet wives of foreigners to leave
Russia. In practically every

help a iommunist deserter, If,
they really considered Cswald

to be a “froiskyite’ or an ‘ene-
ny of the people,’ as they
claimed after President Kenne-
dy's assassination, they would
have rciuscd the exit visa to
Marina . . . Oswald would have
gone to jail . , . Marina would
not have been allowed to marry
him." But not only did she get
the visa, she received it with a
speed Lhat Is. truly umque in
Soviet History,” ° Lo

case, however, the husband was

a diplomat or a foreign “cot-
respondent

“And in every case it took a
igreat deal of doing to obtain
‘the exit visa, including in mdny
well- timed interces-
;sions by ambassadors, - minis-.
tors and even heads of state.

- CONDITIONS
“Exit visas usually have been

circles . . . that he was onfelt the need to. “demonstrate
good terms with Soviet authori-willingness to coexist peaceful-
ties . ... that he was not anly.” he adds. As for Oswald’s
80-ruble nobody s an? ﬂCCOFd- plans to return to the United

las. . . i al

{ing to.Smith,” s States; Smith argues, “There
:was ‘no_reason—absolutely none

Vi e SN

“Oswald was moving in official granied only when the Kremlin'™
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7'On’ May 24, 1962, "Oswald’s
lpassport still in the American -
‘Enbassy in Moscow where he
left it in 1059, was rencwed and
Marina and their child were en-
tered into it. They left Russia.
a week later. _
" “This excepiional speed,”
Smith says, “would not have '
‘occurred had the Soviet authori-
lizs just made a sort of off-\
‘hand decision to the effect: ‘Oh, .
well, Oswald is no good, let
him go; good riddance. His wife
‘should not have- married him,
but let her go, too.’

! “Soviet decisions are not
'made in this' ' manner. Since the.
.exit visa was issued within one -
‘week, this can only mean the.
‘Kremlin wanted Marina to. ac--
company Oswald.'

. *[t was their decision — and
mo other — that she go!” ’

CONTROL

Smith reasons Marina may
have'been sent along with Os-:
wald to “keep him under somea
sort of conirol, assuring knowl--
edge of his whereabouts, or to:
provide him with an assistant,” -

He observes also that since
she left relatives behind, the
customary Soviet hostage ar-
rangement was apparent.

“Whether Marina herself was
indoctrinated and . assigned a -
specific mission” is'of course"
conjectural,” Smith adds. “Her
inability to speak English (if -
true) might suggest her train-
ing was incomplete or that So-
viet intelligence planned to use .
her in an ‘innocent status.”

“After her arrival in the U.S,,
she might well have” becomek
resentful of Soviet intelligence .
authorities, who were using her .
in an 1ntelllgence . operation, "
wedding her to a person who
fell far short of the iddal hus-'!
band, and burdemng her with-
two children in ‘a completely
glien atmosphete.

“Or, she may be play-acting,’”
he further speculates. “So far
she seems to have divulged,
much less’ information than any’
Soviet cit1zpn perforce Pos~
sesses.’

- By the end of June, the Os-

walds were in the United States.

There were only 17 months re-:

maining in the life of Pre51dent
ohn F. Kennedy..

fJ (Next: Oswald’s mission) .
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